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Philadelphia Friends' Remonstrance 
Against Increase of the Navy. 

The following noteworthy remonstrance against the 
further increase of the navy was sent to Congress on the 
9th of February : 

'To the Congress of the United States: The Peace 
Association of Friends of Philadelphia respectfully enters 
an earnest protest against the authorization at this session 
of Congress of the building of four new battleships, with 
cruisers, docks, etc., aggregating an expenditure in excess 
of $60,000,000. 

Tour remonstrants urge the following considerations 
in support of their protest : 

The unprecedented rapid growth of our navy can be 
justified on grounds of grave national peril only. 

No such peril appears in any direction. On the con- 
trary, within a year the action of the second Hague 
Conference did away with the bombardment of unforti- 
fied towns, and three-fourths of the countries of the 
world went on record as advocating the protection of 
private property at sea in time of war. Assurance was 
given of the establishment of a Court of Nations at The 
Hague, and the cause of international arbitration treaties 
received renewed life. 

The relations of our government with other countries 
are amicable and give promise of stable peace. Those 
in positions of authority and knowledge in America and 
in Japan assure us that the recent questions at issue have 
never threatened a break in the friendly relations of the 
two countries, but that the deplorable agitation of the 
public mind was created by misinformed persons and a 
sensational press. 

The vast and constantly increasing expenditure for 
naval purposes is adding to the burden of taxation, in a 
time of financial uncertainty and business depression. 
Such expenditure diverts national revenue from useful 
and productive projects of internal development and 
improvement now urgently demanded by the needs of 
the country to facilitate commerce and promote the 
general welfare. 

History teaches that the immunity from foreign wars 
and aggression, enjoyed by our country, is due not to a 
great navy and an. imposing military establishment, but 
to our national policy of friendliness, candor and pure 
intent in international affairs. This policy has made 
" American diplomacy " a term of honor among nations. 

The policy of naval and military expansion is new to 
our country. It suggests a change of base from the 
principles of our fathers ; an attitude of unrest, self- 
assertion and display that is undignified and out of keeping 
with our national genius. 

A large and rapidly increasing part of our population 
has come to the United States to escape economic, social 
and governmental conditions, created by military bur- 
dens and the inheritance of old wars. These citizeas 
are not in sympathy with a movement to restore them to 
a condition from which they sacrificed much to be free. 

There is a growing sentiment, already widely enter- 
tained, that war is a barbarous method that settles con- 
troversies on a basis of mere physical force and not of 
justiqe and righteousness. Arbitration, on the contrary, 
appeals strongly to our people as a method based on 
equity and reason. 



By reason of the progress of recent years, and the 
facilities afforded at The Hague, international arbitration 
is as much a part of the world's government as the law 
courts are part of the national life. For two civilized 
nations to rush into arms over a controversy that can be 
settled rightly only by judicial action is regarded now as 
an act of criminal folly. 

Hence it appears that the naval force should be re- 
garded only as national police. Your remonstrants 
believe that our present navy is amply large for this 
purpose, and should not be increased. Any large addi- 
tion to our present force is likely to become a menace 
and source of danger rather than a protection. 

Therefore your remonstrants urge upon you, as chosen 
representatives of the people, the defeat of this proposed 
legislation, because they believe it to be inexpedient and 
unnecessary, wasteful of the national revenue, contrary to 
our historical development and national genius, at vari- 
ance with the sentiment of a large proportion of the 
people of the United States, and contrary to the inter- 
national policy of a Christian nation that has stood be- 
fore the world as a leader in peace and an exponent of 
justice and friendliness. 

Signed by authority and on behalf of the Peace Asso- 
ciation of Friends of Philadelphia. 

John B. Garrett, President, 
Stanley R. Yarnall, Vice-President, 
Joshua L. Bailt, 
Isaac Sharpless. 

Peace Association of 
Friends op Philadelphia, 

20 S. Twelfth Street, 
H. W. Cadbury, Secretary. 



For the Sake of Peace ! 

ERVING WINSLOW. 

To his most august sovereign the native of Japan 
humbly represents that justice to men of the dark races 
requires that the Japanese navy should be made large 
enough to maintain peace in the East. 

The Russians entreat the " Little Father " to see to it 
that his naval power shall be sufficient to control the 
jealous menace of western Europe and the East to the 
peace of the world. 

The Kaiser's subjects demand that the divine right 
which preserves the balance of power in Europe shall 
be supported by a navy which can enable it to enforce 
universal peace. 

The will of the majority in the Republic of France 
wastes the economies of her frugal people and exhausts 
her resources, already drained by militarism, to increase 
her naval armaments so that she may insist upon peace. 

The Italian, in his desperate poverty, acquiesces while 
his royal master secures the peaceful supremacy of the 
Mediterranean by the creation and maintenance of the 
requisite force of battleships. 

The men of the British Empire desire that Edward 
VII, the " Peacemaker," shall be able to justify his title 
by a naval power sufficient to command peace. 

American citizens hurrah for the Preacher of 



